
Fundraiser Carrie is
Pride of Shropshire

A CHARITY worker who brave-
ly overcame serious illness to 
help others with the same con-
dition took top spot at the 2016 
Pride of Shropshire Awards.

Carrie Fulcher, from Priorslee in 
Telford, was named as the overall win-
ner of the 2016 Pride of Shropshire 
Awards at a glittering reception held 
at Shrewsbury Town’s Greenhous 
Meadow stadium last night.

For the first time since the awards were 
launched by the Shropshire Star eight 
years ago, the winners were selected by our 
readers who voted using tokens printed in 
the newspaper.

Readers were impressed by the way Car-
rie, who had a needless brain operation 
after being wrongly diagnosed, overcame 
her difficulties to form the Hope for Hypo-
thalamic Hamartomas UK charity.

Shropshire Star editor Martin Wright 
said: “The standard of entries this year 
was exceedingly high, and every one of the 
26 finalists would have a justifiable claim 
to the title.

“It has been humbling to hear so many 
stories of courage and kindness that have 
taken place in our great county, and it is 
heartening to know there are so many good 
people around.

“Carrie’s story of how she used her own 
very difficult experience to help others 
warms the heart, and she is a very worthy 
winner of this year’s Pride of Shropshire 
award.”

Mother-of-two Carrie, who works in ac-
countancy, formed the charity for sufferers 
of the rare brain tumour last year after 
finding very little support available in this 
country.

Carrie, who helped the charity raise 
£100,000 in its first year, had spent 20 
years suffering from up to 15 seizures a day 
after being wrongly diagnosed with a right 
temporal lobe epilepsy when she was 12.

She initially refused to have a lobotomy 
carried out, but becoming concerned that 
her young daughters were seeing her have 
seizures on a daily basis, she reluctantly 
agreed to have the operation in 2013.

However, the seizures continued, and 
a second MRI scan showed that she had 
been wrongly diagnosed and the operation 
was unnecessary. But even after she had 
finally been diagnosed with a hypothalamic 
hamartoma, she found there was very lit-
tle help available as even the specialists did 
not know much about the illness.

Carrie, 33, said: “I feel very proud, it’s 
lovely that people have put me forward and 
voted for me, because I haven’t done any of 

it for recognition. I hope it raises the profile 
of what we are doing, because very little is 
known about the condition. We have just 
had a big conference, and I hope we can 
start to raise the profile of the condition, 
so other people won’t have to suffer like I 
have done.”

She added that she had received much 
support during the past year.

Signal Radio’s Dicky Dodd acted as mas-
ter of ceremonies for the evening, and said 
he was immensely proud to be part of it.

“It is an opportunity to honour the 
heroes of the county who have made an 
outstanding contribution to their commu-
nities,” he said.

The Learner of the Year award went to 
Sally Joyner, who took up lip reading after 
being made redundant by Royal Mail. She 
discovered she had a real passion for the 
subject, and is now a qualified lip-reading 
teacher. Sally, of Bagley Drive, Shrews-
bury, now runs her own business and also 
works with charities that help people with 
hearing loss.

The Special Young Person award went 
to 11-year-old Tallulah Lewis-Schulz, from 
Much Wenlock, who raised £10,000 for 
Severn Hospice in memory of her father 
Andreas. She said: “It’s good that people 
think that what I have done is good. It’s 
really exciting.”

The Carer of the Year award went to 
Judy Freeman for her work as activities or-

ganiser at River Meadow nursing home in 
Shawbury. She prepares activities for res-
idents and arranges visits from musicians, 
artists and farmers with newborn lambs.

The Environmental Champion award 
went to Julie Burroughs, who had been 
nominated by Colin Preston of Shrop-
shire Wildlife Trust.This year, for the 
first time, there were two categories for 
fundraising. The Junior Fundraiser title 
went to 15-year-old Tom Barras and 
14-year-old Louis Briggs. The teenagers 
from Bridgnorth, who perform as music 
duo Guitar Cubed, raised £4,300 for the 
Shrewsbury Ark drop-in centre for the 
homeless during a 25-hour busking mara-
thon.Tom said: “I’m really excited, we’re 
really happy. It is recognition for what we 
have done.” 

The Adult Fundraiser category went to 
Ed and Ruth Lowe who run The Plough Inn 
at Wellington, who over the past six years 
raised more than £83,000 for military char-
ities Help For Heroes and Care for Casu-
alties.The Rev Jeff Hancocks, an unpaid 
minister at Dovaston United Reformed 
Church, took the Community Champion 
title. He has created clubs for the elderly, 
teenagers, parents and toddlers. The Out-
standing Bravery award went to Nicola Hill 
who donated a kidney to save the life of her 
husband Adrian. She now raises money for 
the British Kidney Patient Association. 

l  Tomorrow – Picture special

Report by Mark Andrews 
mark.andrews@shropshirestar.co.uk

MEET THE WINNERS
Courage – Carrie Fulcher
When she was 12, Carrie was wrongly 
diagnosed with temporal lobe epilep-
sy, and later received brain surgery 
which did not work. More than 20 
years later it was discovered she 
actually had a rare condition called 
Hypothalamic hamartoma. Carrie 
founded the Hope for Hypothalamic 
Hamartoma UK charity to prevent 
people suffering like she had.

Guests take their seats at the Greenhous Meadow ahead of the Pride of Shropshire Awards Winner – Carrie Fulcher celebrates at last night’s Pride of Shropshire

Tallulah Lewis-Schulz, Sarah Lewis-Schulz and Poppy Shulz 
celebrate Tallulah’s Pride of Shropshire Award

Radio star Dicky Dodd hosted the awards last night Winner Nicola Hill and husband Adrian, from 
Oswestry, arrive at the Greenhous Meadow

Learner – Sally Joyner
Sally turned the negative, being made 
redundant from her job at Royal Mail, 
into a postiive when she signed up for 
a lip-reading course. Now a qualified 
lip-reading teacher, Sally runs her 
own business and  Sally works with 
charities that help people suffering 
from hearing loss.

Young Person – Tallulah Lewis-Schulz 
At the age of nine, Tallulah had her 
head shaved to raise money for 
Severn Hospice, which cared for 
her father, Andreas, shortly before 
he passed away. She had her locks 
shorn off at school, and hoped to raise 
£500. However, a video of her story 
has now been seen by more than 2.5 
million people and Tallulah has raised 
£10,000.

Carer – Judy Freeman
As activities organiser at River Mead-
ow nursing home in Shawbury, Judy 
prepares activities for residents and 
arranges visits to the home from peo-
ple like musicians, artists and farmers 
with new-born lambs. Her nomination 
said Judy made residents “feel  
valued, needed and wanted”.

Julie is a volunteer with Shropshire 
Wildlife Trust who was praised for her 
work with the Friends of Apley Wood. 
Julie has also worked on the Love 
Your River – Telford project, and has 
helped the junior rangers at Telford 
Town Park. Julie also volunteers 
with Shropshire Mammal Group and 
Shropshire Moth Group.

Environmental – Julie Burroughs

Junior Fundraiser – Guitar Cubed
Tom Barras, 15, and Louis Briggs, 14, 
are well-known in their home town 
of Bridgnorth as music duo Guitar 
Cubed. In April this year they busked 
for more than 25 hours in Shrewsbury, 
raising £4,300 for the Shrewsbury Ark 
homeless charity. The following day 
they topped the fund up to £5,300 by 
walking with a team for 22 miles on 
the day of the Bridgnorth Walk.

Adult Fundraiser –Ed and Ruth Lowe
Ed and Ruth run the Plough Inn at 
Wellington, and over the past six 
years have raised more than £83,000 
for Help for Heroes and Care for 
Casualties charities. In addition to this, 
they have raised money for individuals 
including a poorly child, an elderly 
woman who had been burgled, and 
a young boy who had been knocked 
down by a car. 

Community Champion –  
The Reverend Jeff Hancocks
Jeff, who served for 23 years as an 
unpaid minister at Dovaston United 
Reformed Church, won the award for 
his impact on the local community. He 
has set up clubs for the elderly, teen-
agers, parents and toddlers, and his 
annual fun day has raised thousands 
of pounds for good causes.

Outstanding Bravery – Nicola Hill
Nicola’s husband, Adrian, was born 
with one kidney and was diagnosed 
with chronic kidney disease 10 years 
ago. His life was transformed when 
Nicola donated one of her kidneys. 
But for Nicola, from Oswestry, that 
was not enough. She now raises 
money for the British Kidney Patient 
Association.
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Children providing 
cheer for homeless
A secondary school is providing some Christmas cheer 

in the form of a special advent calendar for a charity that 
supports the homeless.

Pupils from Shrewsbury Academy have collected hun-
dreds of small gifts, which will be distributed to clients of 
the Ark each day in the run-up to Christmas.

The year 10 and 11 children are based on the Corndon 
Crescent campus, which opened in September after the 
merger of the Sundorne and Grange secondary schools.

Alternative curriculum tutor Ellie Sheffield said her stu-
dents were “really enthusiastic” about the idea of putting 
together the advent calendar.

Santa set to entertain crowds 
Father Christmas is all set to entertain the crowds at a 

Christmas-themed family fun day.
The Westbury Christmas fair will have festive attrac-

tions for all ages.
The event will be held at St Mary’s Church, Westbury, on 

Saturday between 10am and noon.

The main winners with their certificates after the award were handed out at the evening hosted by Shrewsbury Town Football Club

Special Young Person Tallulah Lewis-Schulz Carer award winner Judy Freeman

Overall winner Carrie Fulcher, left, with Liz Pellowe from award sponsor TCAT

Learner Award winner Sally Joyner Tom Barras and Louis Briggs, otherwise known as Guitar Cubed

STAR  BRIEFING 

You make us proud

PRIDE of Shropshire win-
ner Carrie Fulcher says she 
hopes her triumph will help 
make people more aware of 
the condition which blight-
ed her life for more than 20 
years.

Carrie, of Lambeth Drive, Pri-
orslee in Telford, took both the 
Courage Award and the overall 

Pride of Shropshire title at the Star’s 
prestigious awards ceremony in 
Shrewsbury this week.

The 33-year-old founded a charity to sup-
port sufferers of a rare brain tumour called 
Hypothalamic hamartoma.

Carrie had been misdiagnosed when she 
was 12, and for 20 years she suffered up 
to 15 seizures a day. She also had an un-
necessary brain operation before doctors 

correctly diagnosed her condition in 2014. 
Unhappy about the lack of support for the 
charity, she founded a charity called Help 
for Hypothalamic Hamartoma UK, which 
will hopes that other people will not suf-
fer as she has done. She said after being 
presented with the award at Shrewsbury 
Town’s Greenhous Meadow stadium: “It’s 
amazing, I’m overwhelmed.”

Sally Joyner, who took the Learner of the 
Year award, paid tribute to her fellow final-
ist Eli Wilkinson, who she said had been a 
big support in overcoming dyslexia. Sally, 
50, from Shrewsbury, began learning sign 

language after being made redundant from 
her post at Royal Mail. She now runs her 
own business and also helps with deaf char-
ities.

The Rev Jeff Hancocks, who picked up 
the Community Champion accolade, was 
given the award for his work in organising 
community activities in the village of Do-
vaston, near Oswestry.

Julie Burroughs won the Environmental 
Champion award for her work with Shrop-
shire Wildlife Trust and the Friends of 
Apley Woods, as well as other environmen-
tal groups.

TELFORD
Lloyds, 6 The Parade, Donnington, Mon to Fri 8.30am to 

6pm, Sat 9am to 5pm. 
Donnington Pharmacy, Donnington Medical Practice, Wrekin 

Drive, Mon to Fri 7am to 10pm, Sat 7am to 9pm. 
Jhoots, 32 Market Street, Oakengates, Mon to Fri 9am to 

6pm, Sat, 9am to 1.15pm.
Lloyds, Lion Street, Oakengates, Mon to Fri from 8.30am 

to 6pm. 
A S Kitching Ltd, Limes Street, Oakengates, Mon to Fri, 

8.30am to 5.30pm, Sat, 8.30am to 2.30pm.
Shires Pharmacy, The Shops, Teagues Crescent, Trench, 

Mon to Fri, 8.45am to 6pm.
Muxton Pharmacy, 9C Fieldhouse Drive, Muxton, Mon to Fri 

8.45am to 6pm (Friday closed 12.45pm to 2.15pm), Sat, 
9am to 1pm.

Asda, St Georges Road, Donnington Wood, Monday 8am 
to 11pm, Tuesday to Friday 7am to 11pm, Sat, 7am to 
10pm.

Boots, 21 New Street, Wellington, Mon to Sat 9am to 
5.30pm (Sat closed 1pm to 2pm). Lloyds, Chapel Lane, 
Wellington, Mon to Fri 8.30am to 6.30pm, Sat, 9am to 
12.30pm.

Lloyds, 15a Market Square, Wellington, Mon to Sat 9am 
to 5.30pm.

Morrisons, Springhill, Wellington, Monday 9am to 6pm, 
Tuesday to Wednesday 9am to 7pm, Thursday to Friday 
9am to 8pm, Sat 9am to 6pm.

Wellington Pharmacy, Wellington Medical Centre, Chapel 
Lane, Monday to Thursday 8am to 11.30pm, Friday to Sat 
8am to 11pm. Tesco, Wrekin Retail Park, Mon to Sat 8am 
to 9pm (Monday closed 2pm to 3pm, Tuesday to Friday 
closed 1pm to 2pm, Sat closed 2pm to 3pm). Boots, 4-10 
North Sherwood Street, Mon to Sat 9am to 6pm (Thursday 
9am to 8pm). 

Asda, Malinsgate, Telford, Mon to Fri 8am to 10pm, Sat 
7am to 10pm.

 Boots, Forge Retail Park, Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm, Sat 
9am to 7pm. Sainsbury’s, Monday to Wednesday 8am to 
8pm, Thursday to Friday 8am to 9pm.

Asda, St Georges Road, Donnington Wood, 11am to 5pm 
(closed 1-3pm). Boots, Forge Retail Park, 9am to 6pm 
(closed between 2 and 3pm). Boots, 4-10 North Sherwood 
Street, 10am to 5pm.

Tesco, Wrekin Retail Park, 11am to 4pm. Morrisons, 
Springhill, Wellington, 9am to 5pm (closed 1-2pm).

NEWPORT
Boots, 52 High Street, Monday to Thursday 9am to 6pm, 

Friday 8.30am to 6pm, Sat 8.30am to 5.30pm, (closed 
daily from 1pm to 2pm).

M R Clarke, 76 Upper Bar, Mon to Fri 9am to 5.30pm 
(closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Saturday 9am to 1pm.

SHREWSBURY
Boots, Mytton Oak Road, Mon to Fri 9am to 6pm, Sat, 

9am to 1pm. Boots, 129 Longden Coleham, Mon to Fri 
9am to 6pm, Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

Conway Pharmacy, 238 Monkmoor Road, Mon to Fri 9am to 
6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm.

Lunts Pharmacies, 1-3 Hereford Road, Mon to Fri 9am to 
6pm, Sat 9am to noon.

S C Rhodes, 28 Claremont Hill, Mon to Fri 9am to 5.30pm, 
Sat, 9am to 1pm.

Rowlands Pharmacy, Severn Fields Health Village, Sundorne 
Road, Mon to Fri 9am to 6pm, Sat, 9am to 5.30pm, (closed 
1pm to 1.20pm).

Rowlands Pharmacy, Marden Medical Practice, 25 Sutton 
Road, Mon to Fri 9am to 6pm, Sat, 9am to 1pm. Taylors, 
Radbrook Green Shopping Centre, Mon to Fri 9am to 6pm 
(closed 1pm to 2pm), Sat 9am to 1pm. 

Co-op Pharmacy, 101 Mount Pleasant Road, Mon to Fri 9am 
to 6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm.

Asda, Old Potts Way branch, Monday to Saturday 8am to 
10pm. Boots, 7-9 Pride Hill, Mon to Sat 8.30am to 5.30pm 
(closed 2pm to 2.30pm).

Boots, Meole Brace Retail Park, Monday to Friday 9am to 
8pm (closed 1.30pm to 2.30pm), Sat 9am to 6pm (closed 
1.30pm to 2.30pm).

Sainsbury’s, Meole Brace Retail Park, Mon to Fri 7am to 
11pm, Sat 7am to 10pm.

Tesco, Cattle Market, Battlefield Road, Monday 8am 
to 10.30pm, Tuesday to Friday 6.30am to 10.30pm, Sat 
6.30am to 10pm.

BRIDGNORTH
Murrays Healthcare, Northgate Health Centre, Northgate, 

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm, Saturday 9am to 1pm.
Boots, 30-31 High Street, Monday to Saturday 8.45am to 

5.30pm (closed 1.30pm to 2pm).
Bridgnorth Pharmacy, 2 Mill Street, Mon to Fri 9am to 6pm, 

Sat 9am to 1pm.
OSWESTRY

Boots, 5 Church Street, Monday to Saturday 9am to 
5.30pm. Station Pharmacy, The Old Station Building, 
Monday to Wednesday 8am to 8pm, Thursday 8am to 
6am (Friday morning), Friday 8am to 8pm, Saturday 9am 
to midnight.

Cambrian Pharmacy, Cambrian Health Centre, Mon to Fri 7am 
to 11pm, Sat 8am to 6pm.

Caxton Pharmacy, Oswald Road, Mon to Fri 8.30am to 6pm, 
Sat 8.30am to 12pm.

WHITCHURCH
Boots, 10-14 Watergate Street, Mon to Fri 9am to 5.30pm, 

Sat 9am to 5.30pm. Rowlands Pharmacy, 11 High Street, 
Mon to Fri 9am to 5.30pm, Sat 9am to 5pm.

Green End Pharmacy, 11-13 Green End, Mon to Fri 8.45am to 
5.30pm, Sat 8.45am to 5pm.

LUDLOW
Boots, 34 Bull Ring, Monday to Saturday 9am to 5.30pm. 

Brown & Francis, 49 Bull Ring, Mon to Fri 8.30am to 
5.30pm, Sat 9am to 5pm.

Lloyds Chemists, 1 & 2 Upper Galdeford, Mon to Fri 9am to 
6.30pm, Sat 9am to 5.30pm.

CHURCH STRETTON
Rowlands Pharmacy, 40 Sandford Avenue, Mon to Fri 9am to 

5.30pm, (closed 1pm to 1.20pm), Sat 9am to 5pm.
RE & CO Alman, 18 Sandford Avenue, Mon to Fri 9am to 

5.30pm, Sat 9am to 5pm.
MARKET DRAYTON

Murrays Pharmacy, Maer Lane, Monday to Friday, 8.45am to 
6pm, Sat 8.45am to 1pm.

Boots, 48-50 Cheshire Street, Monday to Saturday, 9am 
to 5.30pm.

Fundraising
fun beckons
for special
time of year

Much has changed since my last article. We have had 
our AGM where Clarrie Hocknell (Whitchurch YFC) was 
voted in as my vice chairman and Judy Dixon takes on 
the role of our new president. We are also currently in the 
process of recruiting a new member of staff in the office 
as the administrator role has become vacant. 

The competitions’ league is well under way, with the 
final of the intermediate Brains Trust competitions tonight. 
Congratulations to the six clubs who have made it through 
to this final round. This Sunday we have the Competitions 
Day at William Brookes School in Much Wenlock where 
teams from the clubs will be competing in the senior after 
dinner speaking, junior public speaking, and street dance 
competitions. 

The stock judging team has also been busy, winning 
the Carcass Trophy at the English Winter Fair last week. 
This week the team is competing at the Welsh Winter Fair. 

As ever, we have lots on in the social diary. The young 
members’ committee, a committee for all members 20 
years and younger, successfully organised its first social 
of the year with a well-attended trip to Boing Zone. Com-
ing up on December 17 the social committee is organ-
ising its first big event of the year – the Winter Warmer 
Dance. Please see our Facebook page for more details. 

Over the coming month our clubs will be starting their 
fundraising for the year, with all clubs taking part in carol 
singing to raise money for their chosen charities, and 
other clubs running Christmas fairs and log lugs. A fan-
tastic amount of money is always raised during the festive 
period and I would like to extend my thanks to everyone 
who supports them. 

I would like to invite all YFC members, friends and fam-
ily, along to join in the festivities at our annual carol ser-
vice for lots of carols, a glass of mulled wine and a mince 
pie. This year it is being held at St Laurence’s Church in 
Ludlow on December 13 at 7.30pm and has kindly been 
sponsored by Bluefin Insurers. Money raised from the 
carol service will be donated to St Laurence’s Church, 
and SFYFC’s three chosen charities – Oak Farm (Ditton 
Priors), Midlands Air Ambulance, and Breast Cancer 
Care. Also copies of the much anticipated 2017 Hand-
book will be available for members to collect. 

Even though our year is now in full swing, it is never too 
late to join Young Farmers. If you’d like to find out how to 
join, please visit our website sfyfc.org.uk or alternatively 
phone our office for more details: 01743 442 880. 

Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2017. 

l Becky Green is chairman of Shropshire YFC

Farming Talk  
BECKY
GREEN

farming@shropshirestar.co.uk

Volunteers to take
on work at canal 
A town council will host its next canal working party 

next month.
Newtown Town Council is asking volunteers to meet at 

the Gravel car park in Newtown at 9.30am on December 
17, for the minibus to the site and to return to the same car 
park at around 3.10pm.

Volunteers are urged to be prepared.
Sue Newham said: “Volunteers need to come prepared 

for the weather and for quite physical work. 
“They need to bring everything they need for the day, in-

cluding lunch and drinks. Volunteers need to let me know 
if they are planning to come along, so that I can book a 
place for them on the minibus.

“Contact me at sue.newham@keepwalestidy.cymru or 
ring 07766 757 145.”

Awards night – special report

Helen Davies, Nathan Green and Kim Fawke Two of the guests enjoying the awards evening

Winners and
runners-up

Learner of the Year: Winner – Sally Joyner; 
Runners-up – Eli Wilkinson, Samoon Saleem.
Special Young Person: Winner – Tallulah  
Lewis-Schulz; Runner-up  – Nathan Green.
Carer of the Year: Winner – Judy  
Freeman; Runners-up – Amanda Garside, Steve  
Williams;
Environmental Champion: Julie Burroughs; 
Runner-up, Bernie Jones.
Courage: Winner – Carrie Fulcher; Runners-up: 
David Jefferys, Clive Jones.
Junior Fundraiser of the Year: Winner –  
Guitar Cubed (Louis Briggs and Tom Barras);  
Runners-up – Kiya and Cameron Price, Charlie 
Starling and Chloe Gibbons;
Adult Fundraiser of the Year: Winner Ed and 
Ruth Lowe; Runners-up: Becky Wall, Rob and 
Margaret Hewson.
Community Champion: Winner – the Rev Jeff 
Hancocks; Runners-up  – Sam Goddard-Cock-
aday, Sylvia Newitt, Jamie Jordan-Bailey.
Outstanding Bravery: Winner – Nicola Hill; 
Runner-up – Kelli Smith.
Overall Pride of Shropshire Winner 2016 – 
Carrie Fulcher.

Report by Mark Andrews
mark.andrews@shropshirestar.co.uk

Bravery award winner Nicola Hill Environmental Champion Julie Burroughs
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